SURRENDER  OF             SPANISH

from blockading, or the necessity of

the   Spaniards.    It  secured  to   Cuba  the                         her

patriots had striven for years to achieve.   It                  Spain

to withdraw her flag from the waters of the Western, Continent.
The islanders at last realized their independence, let us hope
for them under the providence of God the fullest happiness in
its enjoyment.

On the 14th of August the squadron got under way bound
for New York. The passage home was made in good weather
and smooth seas. Its sj>eed as a unit had to be regulated "by
that of its slowest vessel, the Indiana, which fixed its gait at
about nine knots. On the morning of August 20th the High-
lands of Navesink were made on the port bow, and soon after-
wards the squadron passed Sandy Hook and entered the harbor
of New York.

As the squadron approached the harbor it was welcomed with
a salute of thirteen guns, and was met by a fleet of steamers,
yachts, and tugs loaded with people almost to the gunwales.
There was some delay off Tompkinsville in arranging the order
of the ships in passing up the harbor and up the North River as
far as the tomb of General Grant on Riverside Drive. During
this delay the manifestations of joy on the part of our people
found expression in deafening huzzas and applause. These,
added to sounding of whistles, the ringing of bells, and the toot-
ing of horns, rang out a welcome as sincere as heart could wish.
There was no intimation in the squadron that such an over-
whelming ovation had been prepared for it, until the Narrows
had been reached, when the dazzling splendor of countless ves-
sels in gala rig burst upon our vision. It was a surprise indeed,
but it was generous and as grand as the great victory it was
intended to commemorate.

Passing up the harbor, wharves were seen crowded with peo-
ple, windows and housetops on each side of the river were filled
with enthusiastic men and women gathered together to witness
the pageant of a lifetime, and to do homage to officers and men
who had represented them in their war for humanity. Beach-
ing Riverside Drive, the hillsides from the water to their tops
were packed with enthusiastic people, women and children be-
ing clad in raiment of every variety of summer colors, whichday or two afterwards released the squadrongard to these
